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Two men went to London.
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Every story begins before the first chapter.

Before the cities had meaning.
Before the photograph.

Before Prague.
There was no mythology yet.
Just one very simple idea.

Two men went to London.

— D. Vaen
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— details others

miss

Need to remembe,
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|| Don't un d’eresf:'mafe
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i‘ his silence.

L He listens — afwajrs.

He protects wit}, it.

L
Ls Tir'u'nqs I Enow

: = New York.
L‘ - Coffee. Sfmnﬁ.
o~ Friends ewzrﬁwﬁere.

L. - f_ugaf to few.
Ln - Fast mind.

™ Hates small talk.

l
™ - Good with Peapfe.

_-L‘ - Reads between lines.
»
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Notes

e DﬂEEHrf' trust
E.I'remh:-rs_

2 Efeeps f;ﬁ-hﬂ},_

3 Eﬂmeméers
everﬂﬂ:”‘nﬂ_

= Laugﬁs at the

Wrong moments.
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BOOK I —

LON

It began in London.

Not with answers.

With rain, a library,

a black car that watched too long,
and a card that said

Wrong station.

London never explains.

[t simply remembers.

All roads lead to Prague.

“Contact .
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MAYFAIR NOTES
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— Quiet money
- Old Buffdﬁﬂﬂs
— Private clubs
— Good shadows
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THE WOMAN

Saw a woman ﬁ:-d'ay.

Qutside.
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BOOK II —

NEW Y

New York was louder than London.

Not because it had more to say.
[t simply had less patience.

[ needed the city to move.
Max and Keizer had been

standing still for too long.

Somewhere between a diner,

an old photograph,

and a man who knew

when to ask the wrong question,
the story began to remember itself.

New York does not wait for the story.

[t walks ahead and expects

you to follow.
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MARIA / DINER

Need somewhere

Lamiliar.
A

SE'H‘TEGHE

Keizer knew

before.

————

A me:e where

FEQPIIIE talk.
Where stories

come easy.

IllI

- A corner that
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What I think:

— She knows Keizer.
_ From before.
_ Trusts him.

‘ — Won't ask too much.
e Lalals say Jlruill Eﬂ{]uﬂﬂl‘i.
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Need someone In New York.

Not police.

Not detective.
Journalist?
Knows the city.
Knows Keizer.
Asks the questions
others forget.

Not a[wm}rs riﬂht,
But always useful. Seen him before?

And he keeps Where?
Bmakf}*n cafe.

his own stories close.
Too many papers.

What he m! ht know:
\fﬂrk

Always listening.

Never in a hurr}r. 3 Kaizer's P,g,g’( in New
_ Harlow?
_ The wam&ﬂ

wist

_ Things that dont €

on FgPEI".
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BOOK Il —

LOS ANGELE

Los Angeles looked effortless.
[t wasn't.

The city hides urgency
behind sunshine.

Everyone arrives believing

they still have time. @ Book iIL—_f-_niA.r._ eles
‘ W - = 'lf—qh"rg ﬁ'll:l.#f‘
Most of them don't. ¥ = Old man by “the Pacifi.
- . | T '. = *.:\EFJI{J:F‘T cﬂ"ﬂﬂ'ﬂ-ffﬂ-ﬂ
Sometimes the loudest thing CFReiiment
: =3 Nﬂ'f ﬂbﬂ”f EFEEH{.
in a story A Y IS about 4.

: - - n — i P
is a quiet appointment. <23, Rafael

L ,I"':1Dx Hﬁmss f"'ﬂf‘ﬂ'c_

Keizer blames | A,
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BOOK TIT —

LOS ANGELES

Different PI‘GHEH’I,

Need urgency.

Without a chase.
Without a gun.
Without anyone running.

——

A schedule can be suspense.

They still

have to arrive.

[ os Anﬂefes.
Everyane looks

relaxed.

Everyone is Ji:_’cg.

Make the reader hurry.

Arrimf

| et the characters

sit iIn traffic.
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THE OLD MAN /
CARE FACILITY

He lives near the ocean.
Not @ hospifal'. 54 2
A care facility. ,

Private. - ?,; ‘
Quiet. 71 Vi

P'E'.'DP !E come.

¥

PEDF’!E jﬂ :
He sfa}zs.

He fﬂrﬂaﬁ Jrhing&

Ma}rl:re thot is the Pm’n{'. Old man- ,
Wy does K¢

Max and Keizer T Hrﬂ?

ave. an o ointment. g
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Prague.
% 5 o
New York.

BOOK IV — : N - Los ,lft._nﬁg:'u?.f..

THE

[ thought the photograph
was a detail.

_

Something on a wall.
Something old enough
to feel true.

I'wo men laughing.

Younger.
Lighter.

Before London.

Before New York,
Before the story

[ thought I was writing.

Then I made the mistake
of looking at it again.

The photograph was not
part of the story.

Tf’tﬁ‘fj ;ﬂﬂk I’lﬂ;.’ipj Dﬂnlf E}::Ffar'ﬂ

e e e what I’]ﬂFPEFLEd.

— ———

.Thmf's the Pmﬁfem. Show me

B Tt who they were

. |
E]_. D | Eefnr& it did.

[t was where the story

had been hiding.

[ had to go back.
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MAX

WL ] "'. i |- - | 2 .:‘-_.
I | Before. 7283 2 4% :
BEFOR | e
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| more. SN

v KEIZER

Lﬂ.l'rorr:' es

Before the Phof’ngrapﬁ,
Before Prague meant anyfh.r‘ng. |
Before the questions became }

|
I
|
il
!
|
i heavier than the answers. /,, o)
| AT
|

N
-\.-'l 1

ThEH Were HﬂHHﬁEF‘.

[ knew that. ,

Important:

What I had ﬁ:nrgnh‘an
| was that H’IEH had once

"' been Eappjr.

Don't write them

as Younger versions

of who H'rely Became,

Not uncnmph’cafga’.

ﬂ'ﬁ.‘f don't know yet.

‘ Not innocent.

‘ Just ntmppy.

I There is a difference.

Mﬂx ;HHEHE more.

Keizer worries less.

KEEF that.




THE VAEN JOURNAL
ISSUE 01 / SUMMER 2026

E Wﬁy?
Don't know jraf.

l Maybe I don't need to.

-_.————-

Not weapons.

Impo rtant.

Do they Fargef?
Do they _
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remember?
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BOOK V —

PRA

Prague doesn’t try

to 1m press you.

[t just waits.

In the fog.
In the stone.

In the silence between

clock strikes.

Some cities speak.

PI'ElngE I'E:lTlElleETS.

And if you listen quietly

enough, it lets you . ; . = it |} Ha a3
p 1 | i - - 7 Lo s )
remember too. e 1! o fry. S 0
A _
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[ NEW YORK |- 27 o7 1

BOOK V —

| ondon asked the first quesffm.

| New York rememberea( the Fenfi’e.
[os Angafes rememﬁered' the time.
Twenfy-—fhre& years earlier,

J found the phafagmlph.

1 fhuugl’wf Prague

was where the story en
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THE PRAGUE STORY IS COMPLETE.
SLICK & HUSTLE ARE NOT.



